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DOWNTOWN, HISTORIC, GLAMOROUS AND DOWN-HOME
EATERIES WILL HAVE YOUR GROUP ASKING FOR AN

EMCORE. BY LINDA DUVAL

SOMETIMES, MEETING-GOERS NEED TO BREAK OUT, leave the host hotel, explore

the tomwen, dine al a different venue and try the local cuisine. § In some towns, groups both small

and large may have a tough time finding a good restaurant for an ofi-site gathering that includes

a good meal, but that's not a problem in Col aclo Springs,

“Colorade Springs has an extraordinary variety and
aumber of wnigue, private dining rooms aviilable ai
local restaurants,” savs Steve Kanatzar, president of
the Pikes Peak Chapter of the Colorade Restauran
Agsociation and ewoer of The Airplane Restaurn,
which will rent the entive space—an actual airplane—
for groups of 250,

At Marigeld Café and Bakery, with some of the
Teest food in towmn, there's o room sith g view of the
Rampart Range thal seals up o 35, Dinner guests
want ta B sure o consider the lamb and the sump-
Lues scalloped potatoes, And doe nal skip dessert!

Simidlar views and a seasonal menu (changing
daily lure diners to The Margaritaat Pinecreel, offer-
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itng upscale tare that somelmes bias a Southwestern
Pwist, T privase spaces ave available, both accom-
modaling 50 people. Insummer, the patio arcas hild
150 for cockiails and hers d'oeuvres.

“Lometimes, convenlion-goers just want o et off
site, el Ihis certainly is” savs Owner Pati Burleson,
referring to the restanrant’s secluded location,

THE DOWNTOWMN SCENE

Many dlownlown restaurants have private dining for
grovps, including McKenzie's Chop House, where
you can order fine steaks and other American fare.
There are twer small dining rooms (holding 13 and
2000 sl o accommadating 60,
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The spacious third flone of Phantom Canven
Brewing Co. affers 2 historic venue for miormmal
gatherings. They'll provide anything fromy appetizers
and award-winning microbrews 1 a full fanmily or
hutfet-stvle dinner for up to 200 peaple, There's also
i private dining room on the first floor that seats up
lo 35 puests.

The Qlive Branch Restaurant serves healibful,
nutriticus and delicions food —they even |ave
Fumamy gluten-free selections—and  hosts private
dining for up 1o 130,

Across the street, Sonterra, with it upscale noy
vean Mexionn cuwisine, offers three private dining
spaces: the Aspen Foom 133 seated), The Lounge
-8 seated) ind The Lall L1530 seated). The levely
Aspen room conres with audio-visual cquipment. The
Lounge, with a bar and leather sofas, is mare casual,

I yana're laeking fora truly casual gathering, South
Sicle Jobmmy's might just suir. Iis party ream helds up
b 100 standing and 63 seated

ek Cheinn's serves up lrish fare—corned beof

and eabibage, pot pics and shepherd’s pie—on o buf
fiet (foar 40-1200 o 0ff the menu (for tewer), You get
the whale npskairs ares, o yon can sing Trish tunes
Lo werer heart's cantent,

IF Cerman food suits Yo Lastes, consider the
Edelweiss Restaurant, where several spaces may be
reserved [or groups of 1) fe 135 and Fuaests dine on
well-prepared schmiteels and worsys,

The Blue Star, just south of downtown, has g
creative, upscale menu (think duck breast, quail,
pravwns) and a lovely wine cellar dining reom suil-
able for small parties {zealing up 1o 22),

Ttz trendy downtown sister, Nosh, offers a pri
vale space for as many as 45 peeple. Nosh is lnown

for its soadl plates, which provide mini bites with
maior lavors,

At Giuseppe's Depot, in the old Rig Cirande
Railway Station, the train theme arxl Halian food
have made it locally paputar for decades. 1t has
four private dining raoms—the Ohservation Alcuwe,
where vou can see trains 80 by fup b 20 people), the
Ticket Oilice (25 peaple), Club Room (D people)
and the South Room (150 people,

Another popular spat for dovwriown meetings is
The Warchouse Restanrant & Gallery, which cen
hostas mary as 220 for cockails or 150 seated in e
Gallery, Or the more intimate Wine R holels 20,

Gronps such gs the Southern Colorada Wormen's
Chamber of Commerce meet in The Gallery regu-
laelv. "The gourmet meals are carelully planned,
beautifully presented, and the featured artwork pro
vides a great backdrop,” savs Linda Mioder, cxecalive
director of the group,

HISTORIC SETTINGS

small but elegant private dining iy weailable at the
historic CHIE Hause restauzant in nerhy Maniloy
Springs. The Solarium seats 12-16 and the mical will
be memorable,

The histeric Briarborst Manor, also in Maniton, boasts
nine privide dining spaces that accommmodite anywhere
Irenn two to 240 guests. I idyliic setting and leovely archi-
tecture ke it seeny G removed fonm o,

At The Broadmoar in Calarada Springs, the luxy-
ricus Penrose Roam, Colorada's anly five- diamond
restaurant, has its owen privace dining room wilh dra-
fatic views of Chevenne Mountain and the resort
al seats 16, The hotel's lstro-style restaurant,
Sumamit, has a private room that halds 20,
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