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WHERE TO STAY: The Bndi;\]
Wictorian Hotel in Bridgeport,
wiat built in Bodie and moved to
itz current location decades ago.
Thehale! s balieved to have been
a berdello fwww bodievictorian-
hotel.com, peo-g32-70007,

WHERE TO EAT: Bodie Mike's
Barbecus in neighboring Les
Yining, offers diners hearty lare
eewrwe leevining combusine ss-
253 htm, 76064 7-6432).

OTHER AREA ATTRACTIONS:
in fone Lake Tufa State Matural
Reserva, vou can hike, go bird-
watching, or marvel at the un-
usual, . Seuss-like peological
formations called tulas (e,
parks.cagov, Fho-B47-6321),
Crive Lo nearby Yosemite Ma-
tional Farx far borseback riding,
hiking, or peaceful gazing at the
glant sequoia treas and breath-
taking scenery  (wwsn pego

yiEe, 200-372-0200),

covered gold here in 1850,
and the town “Bodey” was
established in 1861, No one’s
sure exactly when, or why,
but the rown’s name eventu-
ally changed to “Bodie,” like-
Iy 1o ke the pronunciation
easier,

Baodie didn't really prosper
until the 18708, when a cave-
inat a lecal mine exposed a
huge amount of gold and sil-
wer. After this success, Bodie
grew to be one of the largest
towns in the state by 1880,
with abaur 10,000 residents,
Over time, the mines stopped
producing ore, and people
moved on,

At the turn of the century,
Bodie saw new activity when
locals bepan using a cyanide-
based process to  excract
more gold from the mines,
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Cripple Creek, Colo.

according o Mark Langner,
supervising state park ranger
at Bodie State Historic Park,

Future president Herbert
Hoover spent time in Bodie
in the early 1oocs. “He and
his brather Theodore were
mining engineers from Stan
ford,” savs Langner. “Theo
dore lived there for a couple
of years, and Herbert wonld
vigit him.” !

But by the stare of World
War 11, a presidential order
that required gold and silver
mines o cedse operations
cauged the town to languish
ance again, In 196z, the unin-
habited toam became a state
parl.

Today, visitors can explore
the local hames and busi-
nesses, including  four  of
Bodie's original 65 saloons.
A museum gives an overview
of thearea and offers tours of
the local mill. There’s also a
schoalhouse, o morpue, and 4
banler’s house Lo explore.

“Five percent of the town is
left,” says Langner. “Itdoesn’t
sound like much, but it's still
acouple hundred buildings.”

Same buildings are fur-
nished and some aren’t, but

A drunkard’s dream

Immortalized in song
by The Band, Cripple Creek
was aboomuown from 1890 to
o1, when miners extractod
mere than .3y million pounds
af gold from the area,

Miners  wandered  from
saloons 1o bordellos to flop-
houses during its hevday, and
donkeys roamed the streets.
AL least one member of the

: GHOST TOWNS:

| =CALICO s a living musem,

| populated to feelfike thesue

- cessful silver miningtown s,

. =KEELER, rear Ceath Valley
| Maticnal Park, isashadow efin
¢ Former sibver-mining self. Some
¢ buildings remaln szan ding by

_nearby sourceof the sowrs
| sitver wwwckoelorcalfarmiacam
| »sRANDSBURG, i the Mo
i Dasert, isaformer mining Tann,
i Teday, visitors can seethe ppess

- attrackions, wasranashug
i oo, (7007 274-2200

| »SIVER CITY, desoiteis

© name, was aformer gold min.

¢ buildings—includinga past
i office, general stare, and barher
i shop—stand asa living history
S MLISEUM. ba lakeisabhelia,

everything is original—uyhy
falks Jeft. And nothing s e
stored, so the dusty and bap |
tered and exposed feelis wery |
authentic,

Parks.cagov, {760) (4p-iss

OTHER CALIFORNIA

Wi calicotown.com, [ 7o)
254-2122

Carro Gorda (or fat hil), the

nause, hotel and salaon, b5 add-
cian toantioue shaps and other

ing boom town, Relocated o
nearty Bodhsh, the za-0dd

netsifeencing (7600 3705140

Wild Bunch was arrested
here, according to Steph Hill-
iard, manager of the Pike's
Peak Heritage Center. Today,
although much has changed,
some things have not,

"Domkeys  still  wander
around,” sayvs Hilliard, “And
wown looks precty much like
it did 100 vears ago.” Many

Comitnieed on page 68
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